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not be constructed overnight. That was the plight of the American colonies. 
In their revolution the sea was organized against them. Seamen volunteers, 
comparable to the Minute Men of Lexington, could do no more than annoy the 
enemy's commerce; before even the weakest frigate of the King's navy they 
must take to flight. The effort of the Congress to build ships, to assemble 
fleets, to create a navy is pathetie in its record of futility. It is that record 
which is faithfully set before us in this work. 

An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United 
States. By Charles A. Beard, viii and 330 pp. Index. The Macmillan 
Co., New York, 1913. $2.25. 9x6. 

A contribution to the study of the economic ideas and influences that were 
potent in the formation of our Constitution. It is by no means exhaustive; 
and the author in his preface calls it fragmentary; but he was the first to use 
the records of the Treasury Department in connection with a study of the 
formation of the Constitution; and he expresses the hope that his work will 
help to turn scholars to further study of the real economic forces that in- 
fluenced the shaping of our fundamental law. The archives of the Treasury 
Department and other records supply a field for many years of research along 
this line of investigation. 

A Summer and Winter on Hudson Bay. By C. K. Leith and A. T. 

Leith. 203 pp. Ills. Cantwell Printing Co., Madison, Wis., 1912. $2.50. 

9y 2 x6y 2 . 
This book fills a gap in the literature of the Hudson Bay region. Pro- 
fessor Leith and his party traveled about 1,000 miles from Missinaibi, Ont., on 
the Canadian Pacific B.B. to the south end of James Bay and along this shore 
and the east coast of Hudson Bay to Richmond Gulf. They visited the Hud- 
son Bay Company's posts at the mouths of the Moose, Rupert, East Main, Big 
and Great Whale Rivers. They observed the workings of the Company and of 
its new competitors, Revillon Freres, the life of the Indians and Eskimos, their 
relations with the two trading companies and with each other. In this region 
the fur trade, consisting chiefly of fox skins, alone interests the companies. 
The Indians and Eskimos are their workmen. and hunters. 

That extensive coastal region being one of the most isolated and least-known 
areas in North America gives additional value to this competent account of 
things and events within it. Professor Leith published the geological results 
of the trip in Economic Geology in 1910. It was worth while to add this 
narrative of the region traversed. The numerous photo-engravings of trading 
posts, natives and scenery, are a valuable feature. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

DIodern Argentina. The El Dorado of To-Day with Notes on Uruguay 
and Chile. By W. H. Koebel. xv and 380 pp. Ills., index. Dana Estes 
& Co., Boston, 1913. $3.50. 9x6. 

Essentially a book of pictures — many well chosen but badly reproduced 
photographs, and even more admirable word pictures of modern life. The 
author regards Buenos Aires, city and province, as the Argentine Republic; 
so do the Buenos Aires people themselves, yet it is only in the interior pro- 
vinces that one meets the Creole Argentine, who is after all still dominant in 
the republic. For Buenos Aires is more wonderful as a "melting pot" even 
than our own country, though we have no such .disproportion of foreigners as 
they; but the children of all are Argentines. Even the son of that conserva- 
tive being, the Englishman, is an Argentine, speaks Spanish, not English, and 
visits Paris when he goes to Europe rather than London! The "boom" is 
recognized in Buenos Aires, but the fertile soil, still far from occupied, is 
there. Collapse is not possible. A great future is before the country. How- 
ever, alfalfa was not introduced 18 years ago; it abounded in 1883, only not in 
the Buenos Aires Camp. Grain-growing is not so new; the reviewer passed 
through an almost continuous field of maize, 200 miles long, in 1889. The 
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Argentines are not unused to open air cafes, except in Buenos Aires; nor is 
drunkenness so uncommon, at least among the peons, as might be desired. It 
is not sound to call this an account of the Republic, but for the important 
Buenos Aires Province it is admirable. Mark Jefferson. 

Hunting Extinct Animals in the Patagonian Pampas. By Frederic 
Brewster Loomis. 8th Amherst Expedition, 1911. x and 141 pp. Ills. 
Dodd, Mead & Co., New York, 1913. $1.50. 9x6. 
A good and profitable book for anyone's perusal. This much might be 
expected from a scientific specialist even though he writes, as in this volume, 
for the larger public whose interest is chiefly in the general geographical fea- 
tures of Patagonia and the life of the settlers. The book includes a broad and 
popular summary of the results of the expedition. Professor Loomis expects 
next year to describe in another volume his fossil collections and the results of 
explorations. 

In Foreign Fields. Sketches of Travel in South America and Western 
Europe. By Joseph E. Wing. 549 pp. Ills. The Breeder's Gazette, 
Chicago, 1913. 8 x 5%. 
In 1911 the author was sent by the Department of Agriculture to investi- 
gate the sheep industry in Argentina. In the prosecution of this duty he 
communicated to the Breeder's Gazette these travel notes. They are very 
simple and naif, a great country interpreted in terms of fleece and shepherds. 
Yet Mr. Wing has set down in these notes a series of pictures of Argentina 
which it would be difficult to parallel from any other source. He began his 
researches at Punta Arenas in the Straits of Magellan. Prom the straits he 
followed the sheep up the forbidding Patagonian coast to the fine grass pastur- 
age of the pampas. His northern limit was at Corrientes. Before leaving 
South America he included in his task a similar survey of Uruguay. His book 
has a very direct address to flockmasters, but the general reader will find much 
of wider value in the very simplicity of his record of the conditions of soil 
and climate upon which the sheep industry is based and his narrative of the 
conditions of life among the shepherds and flockmasters of the great Argen- 
tine estancias. William Churchill. 

AFRICA 

Xa Libia. Di G. Ricchieri. 144 pp. Maps, ills., index. Pederazione 
Italiana delle Biblioteche Popolari, Milan, 1913. L. 1.50. 6%x4%. 
A good elementary description of an imperfectly known region. Although 
primarily intended for young students, its perusal will well repay any of the 
author's countrymen. The methodical subdivisions of the text appeal readily 
to trained minds and will help young students systematically to arrange Libya 
in their thought. Excellent maps and illustrations accompany the text. 

Die Sprachen der Hamiten. Von Carl Meinhof. Nebst einer Beigabe: 
Hamitische Typen, von Felix von Luschan. xv and 256 pp. Map, ills. 
Abhandl. Hamburg. Kolonialinst., Vol. 9. L. Priederichsen & Co., Ham- 
burg, 1912. Mk. 12. 11% x 8. 
There is just as much reason for the employment of the term Hamitic as 
there is for the use of Semitic; every argument which has warranted the rejec- 
tion of the term Japhetic applies equally to the disuse of Hamitic; the three 
are based upon the same point of an alien hero myth; the employment of either 
is partly personal choice and partly common accord. If it is to be retained, 
however, its application must be sharply delimited, a task which Prof. Meinhof 
has brilliantly accomplished in this work. In its first employment it included 
all the black races of Africa and elsewhere, then it was restricted to all the 
African races. Dr. Meinhof further limits it to the clear-hued, curly-haired 
people of Africa, not negroes but in contradistinction exhibiting a relationship 
with the Caucasian race despite all manner of negroid contamination and 
Somatically indicating kinship with the Semites. After presenting a satisfac- 
tory grammatical analysis of the languages of the Ful, the Hausa, the Shilh, 



